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Hoorzitting met de heer Javier Solana,
Hoge Vertegenwoordiger voor het
Gemeenschappelijk Buitenlands en
Veiligheidsbeleid (GBVB) van de Europese
Unie

(De vergadering wordt geopend om 10.40 uur.)

Mevrouw Anne Delvaux (Senaat — cdHyovoorzitter. — Ik
heet alle aanwezigen welkom op deze gemeenschkepeli
vergadering van de commissie voor de Buitenlandse
Betrekkingen en voor de Landsverdediging van desdema
de commissie voor de Buitenlandse Betrekkingen @an d
Kamer met het Federaal Adviescomité voor de Europese
Aangelegenheden.

Ik dank de heer Solana dat hij de uitnodiging vadibr
uitzonderlijke adviescomité heeft aanvaard.

Zelfs al bent u absoluut geen onbekende, tochkzow i
levensloop bij mijn collega’s in herinnering willémengen.

Na een loopbaan als fysicus bent u minister gewonaew
geboorteland, Spanje. Gedurende dertien jaar whswoegd
voor achtereenvolgens cultuur, onderwijs en buéedte
zaken. Vervolgens werd u secretaris-generaal vanAO.
Sinds 1999 bent u Hoge Vertegenwoordiger voor het
Gemeenschappelijk Buitenlands en Veiligheidsbelaidiea
Europese Unie en secretaris-generaal van de Raadigan
Europese Unie en van de West-Europese Unie. Als kaafd
de EU-diplomatie staat u de Raad bij in kwesties van
buitenlands beleid en bij de politieke dialoog mhetde
landen.

We zijn zeer blij dat u aan onze vergadering desirtesn
danken u er nogmaals voor dat u ons doet delewigrote
deskundigheid inzake buitenlands, veiligheids- en
defensiebeleid.

Mr Javier Solana. — | shall try and keep these remarks shg
so that we may move on quickly to the questionamsiver
session.

Let me begin by saying that being here, in thisiparnt, is
indeed a great pleasure. | would like to stateiplybithat the
relationship | have had all these years in my preegesition
with your country has been both solid and fundaaiefr
this, 1 would like to thank you, Members of Parliamh and of
the Belgian Government.

Presently, we are living against the backdrop ghlyi
complex international events, which will profoundtfluence
our future. Clearly, we find ourselves in a comatéd global
economic crisis that has spread at an incredil@edpnd
which will impact economically on our lives, on the
distribution of world power and on foreign affaipblems
we will have to tackle at the European and inteamti level.
There is no doubt that the balance between markets a
governments will have to be rethought. Globalizasarges
ahead and the question posed by our citizens and th
international community is: how may we better mantgs
globalization process? The current crisis highbghe need
for stronger global institutions, in the financsactor,
obviously, but also beyond. Think of the other peoi we

are faced with that will have far-reaching conseupes and

Audition de M. Javier Solana, Haut
Représentant pour la politique étrangére et
de sécurité commune (PESC) de I'Union
européenne.

(Lanséaest ouverte a 10 h 40.)

Mme Anne Delvaux (Sénat — cdH)coprésidente. — Je
souhaite la bienvenue a tous les participantsta c&inion
conjointe de la commission des Relations extérieatae la
Défense du Sénat et de la commission des Relations
extérieures de la Chambre avec le Comité d’aviértdd
chargé des questions européennes.

Je remercie M. Solana d’avoir accepté notre inoitaa ce
comité d’avis exceptionnel.

Méme si vous n'étes absolument pas un inconnenjgis a
rappeler votre parcours a l'attention de mes calég

Aprés une carriére de physicien, vous étes devenigtne
dans votre pays natal, I'Espagne. Pendant treizevans
avez été successivement chargé de la culturegdiedation,
puis des affaires étrangéres. Vous avez ensuiteéle
fonction de secrétaire général de I'OTAN. Depuig9,90us
étes le Haut Représentant pour la politique étrangede
sécurité commune de I'Union européenne et le sapeét
général du conseil de I'Union européenne et deitbin
européenne occidentale. En tant que diplomate efhdeh
I'Union européenne, vous assistez le conseil pesir |
guestions de politique étrangére et vous agissezs aotes,
dans la conduite des dialogues politiques avepdgs tiers.

Nous ne pouvons que nous réjouir de votre participa
notre réunion et vous remercier a nouveau de reotes f
profiter de votre grande expertise en matiere ditique
étrangeére, de sécurité et de défense européenne.
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repercussions on the international agenda: cliclzaage,
energy and migration. It is clear that global Solus are
needed and, hence, that new powers will have ta geat at
the negotiating table. There can be no doubt tretfest
needs these new powers and needs to get useditgsiviah
them, which in itself is a fundamental change afiaset. If
we do not learn this, we will be unable to tackle t
complicated questions that lie ahead.

The European Union has a very important role to.gtdyas
to put up a united front, but act with generoditycause the
way in which we treat the new players in the nasgtbal
system will impact on how they will deal with us erhthey
arrive at the top. Think of the emerging nationkjcl are
moving very fast demographically and economicalgw we
deal with them now, will greatly influence the sti of the
world in the future.

A second element in the backdrop is the outconteeotJS
elections. The election results will probably alltow a better
and more solid transatlantic relationship, and @®feans we
have to work together with the United States taatmy solve
the important issues on our agenda. As | saidezadven a
solid bilateral relationship between the Europeaiobl and
the US will, in all likelihood, not be enough. Weadl have to
join other members of the international commurétyerging
countries like Russia, China, Mexico and South &sfithat
have an important role to play in political and reamic
affairs.

Let me move on to the most important topic, whicAfisca.
Africa faces a number of problems, one of whichyas
know, is the unremitting tragedy that goes on & th
Democratic Republic of Congo. Over the years, thepean
Union has rightly invested a lot in peace and &tghin the
DRC, which, as a country, is of paramount imporéatacthe
stability of the entire continent, and we must persur
efforts to stabilize the DRC and the Great Lake#oreg
Belgium has contributed a great deal, and | wistalate the
commitment of your minister of Foreign Affairs and
Commissioner Louis Michel.

| have recently been in touch with some key figutles
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Pesgidf the
African Union, Mr Ping, who is a very important pé&a and
personality, and President Kabila. | think that ¢benbined
efforts of the United Nations, the African Uniondathe
European Union, together with the decision, takeriorg
ago, to allow MrQbasanp to act as an interlocutor for all
parties involved in this complicated issue, havenbdecisive.
Mr Obasany’s work is beginning to bear fruit and he
deserves the support of the international commuanity
ourselves. The humanitarian response has been witift
45 million euros in extra aid contributed by then@nission
and the member states of the European Union. Hawitve
still has to be established how we can cooperate tve
United Nations security forces (MONUC). A new Setyur
Council resolution, asking for 3000 more troops haen
approved. As yet, no decision has been taken onthew
European Community could contribute to the UN
peacekeeping operation. The European Council aoggito
examine possibilities for cooperation with MONUC.

We will also do our utmost in helping to reform BRC

security sector, without which no stability candmhieved.
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More efforts have to be made in this area. Thigdss high
on the Belgian agenda and our own. The EU will thoeeef
continue its cooperation with your government da Hery
important programme.

Across Africa, there are other troubling issue® ohwhich
is Somalia and its piracy problem. At the beginnifig
summer, the EU has decided to launch an ESDP (Europe
Security and Defence Policy) mission with a veryust
mandate, which is to put an end to piracy off tben8li
coast. Its aim will be to deter, prevent and repeegs of
piracy and armed robbery by all means, includirggube of
force. This will be the EU’s first maritime missionith
headquarters in place in the UK and a newly appdint
strategic commander. If all goes well at the Gen&ifairs
and External Relations Council on Decemi&rtBe
operation will be launched. It will of course coogte very
closely with the United Nations to apply Resoluidi814
and 1816. It will also cooperate with institutisech as
NATO and with countries that are beginning to dgglo
military presence in the region, such as the US4sd/ and
India.

Let me again stress that this action against picacyot
replace the support for the political process orsho
stabilize Somalia; it is something to be done aifsh The
Somali transitional government continues to bloagpess
and the stabilization of the country remains ands$Ve do,
of course, support the political process laid ddyrihe
United Nations.

Now, going beyond the African continent, | woulkidito talk
about the Balkan issue, particularly Kosovo. | naw tell
you that the Secretary General of the United Natioas sent
the report of the Kosovo EULEX to the Security Cdluntis
agreed that there will be a debate on Wednesdiy 26
November in the Security Council. Every party, Batte and
Pristina, has assented to this debate, endingandiclaration
by the President of the Security Council. If théate is
closed properly then at the beginning of Decenier,
deployment of EULEX (European Rule of Law) will cover
the whole territory of Kosovo. This will completehat had
started several months ago. Moreover, it will clasether
important page and will further our collaboratiordaeffort
with the UNMIK (United Nations Mission in Kosovdh
time UNMIK will give all the capacity of rule of \mto the
EULEX mission and we will continue not only to stésl
Kosovo, but to obtain regional stabilization. Tisigood
news for everyone as it is the first time we havergthing on
the table and been able to formalise the repdretdebated. |
would like to thank you all, as Belgium has beenember of
the Security Council all this time and your contitibn has
been very very important.

Now | would like to say a few words about Georgid a
Russia. As you are well aware, we are actively gada
diplomatically and on the ground in Georgia. The
observation/monitoring mission continues to be \affgctive
and | would also like to underline that the procefsthe
Geneva agreement we signed with President Medviedee
month of September, is going fairly well. Desphe first
meeting ending up rather badly, the second hashiéti much
better with the possibility of continuing the pmél debate
with another date on the 1and 18' of December. The co-
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chairs of that process are the EU, the UN, the O8RIEh is
a good umbrella to continue the development opthiiical
situation in Georgia. On the ground our mission leen
operating now for two months, leading to the witwial of
the Russian forces from the adjacent areas andiafiche
return of 35,000 displaced people.

However, problems remain in Gori, the Upper Kodéalley
and at certain checkpoints. We raise the subjestésyatically
with the Russians whenever we have a meeting witnt
Politically, the Geneva process is evolving adifdster and
things are moving in the right direction.

Concerning Russia, | think it is very importantttie
maintain a dialogue. As you know, we had a Summithe
14" of this month in Nice, which was very fruitful, cit was
agreed to continue the negotiations on the Patiipeand
Cooperation Agreement. One meeting has already taleee
and it went very well. We shall have to see how firocess
will evolve in order to take the new PCA to the @timnal
level.

In parallel we are developing close relations lith eastern
parts of Europe, as well as Georgia, the Ukraiings Eastern
partnership is a very important initiative for theropean
Union.

| would like to look briefly at Afghanistan. Therg ¢ertainly
no doubt that this country will become one of thaestn
important issues of the future. In itself Afghaarswill be an
important theatre with its elections in 2009. Thietnational
community cannot fail on the electoral proceskat to be
free and fair. It is the second electoral proced#/e years.
Moreover, once the new administration of the Ui iglace
the debate on Afghanistan will probably restart amdll be
necessary to discuss news strategies. It is dlaamte shall
be under pressure from our American friends togyaie
engaged in the Afghanistan/Pakistan theatre. linfachave
to be prepared not only to continue to be engaged &
military point of view as we are today, but be fignt engaged
in the police and security front in combinationwihe
economic and political aspects in preparationliercoming
elections and post elections. As you may be awezealo
have the EUPOL mission (EU Police Mission) deplogad
the ground with 400 national policemen who arenigytio
cooperate with the local police forces in Afghaauisto see if
we can get the security component beyond the myildéso in
place.

As far as Pakistan is concerned, this is goingetintof the
most critical dossiers for the future. We have saighe good
news in the last few days, where the Presidentkisfan has
made a good offer to become more engaged with.lidia
seems the offer is going to be accepted thus giaigstan
tighter security on the Afghanistan border anddfae
contributing to greater stability in this particuzone.

Let me come to an end by mentioning one of the most
important dossiers that we have on the agenda viditie
Middle East Peace Process. We are approaching thefen
the year 2008, and we are supposed to bring sorhefso
results on a final agreement, but unfortunatelgeheill not
be on the table.

The electoral process in Israel will probably posgpthings
until late February or early March, but we do vemych hope
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that the contact and the dialogue between the titédes and
the Israelis will continue. We met in Sharm el-&hehn
Egypt last week with the two leaders of both coestand
they have committed themselves to continue thegsof
negotiation despite the electoral process in Isté@vever,
as you can imagine, this will be very difficult thy this
period of time. Therefore, we will have to await teeults of
the elections in Israel and at the same time mbiteea
efforts to prevent violence returning to Palestinésraeli
territories.

The second important point is the process whicakimg
place under the umbrella of Egypt to find a solutimthe
Inter Palestinian negotiation with the objectiveg¢ouperate
the sense of unity within the Palestinian peopkktartry to
solve the problem of the Gaza Strip, which is ireey
dramatic situation from a humanitarian and politfmaint of
view.

Two more things about the peace process: for uprtheess
should be comprehensive, therefore, the Israetid8yand
Israeli/ Lebanese paths should both move in the righ
direction. The role of Syria will be fundamental the
stability of the region.

So these are all the most important issues thdtave on the
table in the coming period of time. Nevertheless, said
previously, we cannot forget that even with thensenic
situation we are in today, there are other impatanizontal
issues, such as climate change, the question efrfyoand of
disarmament; three important issues that we sHadg
working on. With the help of the new US administratwe
should get engaged in trying to solve these fundéahe
problems. In parallel the issues within Africa, A&mistan,
Pakistan and the Middle East peace process remain
fundamental to the European Union.

Mr Francois Roelants du Vivier (Senate — MR)— | would
like to address four different issues, the first tieing the
Middle East Peace Process. You spoke of the meetitinge
Quartet on 9 November with the hearing of Mr Abhad
Mrs Livni one year after the Annapolis process. @owdu
elaborate on the role of the Quartet and espeaélir Blair
as a mediator? What about the negotiations betigeael
and Syria under the leadership of Turkey? What tttu
future conference in Moscow in 2009?

My second question is about Central Africa. Thiyyreeem
rather a naive question, but why was it not poedibl
organize an operation like the one in East Congthias
exposes the problem of the battle groups. Why kaelke
trained battle groups within the European Union wihén
impossible to deploy them, especially the last EoaBerman
battle group we had, with Belgian, Luxembourg apdr8sh
troops, due to restrictions especially from Germang the
UK? Should we continue to organize these battleigs®
What is their future?

My third question is about Iran. Would you see tBsa
diplomatic issue more than a military operatiomsidering
what we have been hearing for years within the Bush
administration and from Israel. Would you say tioatay we
will move towards a diplomatic conclusion?

Finally my last question will be about Georgia. \Wbyou
elaborate more on what the 200 observers from thepgan

that the contact and the dialogue between the tdtes and
the Israelis will continue. We met in Sharm el-&hen
Egypt last week with the two leaders of both coestand
they have committed themselves to continue thegsof
negotiation despite the electoral process in Istd@vever,
as you can imagine, this will be very difficult thg this
period of time. Therefore, we will have to await theults of
the elections in Israel and at the same time mbkieea
efforts to prevent violence returning to Palestinésraeli
territories.

The second important point is the process whichkisg
place under the umbrella of Egypt to find a solutmthe
Inter Palestinian negotiation with the objectived¢ouperate
the sense of unity within the Palestinian peopkk tartry to
solve the problem of the Gaza Strip, which is ireey
dramatic situation from a humanitarian and politfaint of
view.

Two more things about the peace process: for uprtheess
should be comprehensive, therefore, the Israetid8yand
Israeli/ Lebanese paths should both move in the righ
direction. The role of Syria will be fundamental foe
stability of the region.

So these are all the most important issues thdtave on the
table in the coming period of time. Nevertheless, said
previously, we cannot forget that even with thersic
situation we are in today, there are other impatanizontal
issues, such as climate change, the question @fryoand of
disarmament; three important issues that we shHaég
working on. With the help of the new US administatwe
should get engaged in trying to solve these funddahe
problems. In parallel the issues within Africa, Afmistan,
Pakistan and the Middle East peace process remain
fundamental to the European Union.

Mr Francois Roelants du Vivier (Senate — MR)— | would
like to address four different issues, the first teing the
Middle East Peace Process. You spoke of the meetitinge
Quartet on 9 November with the hearing of Mr Ablead
Mrs Livni one year after the Annapolis process. doidu
elaborate on the role of the Quartet and espeaélir Blair
as a mediator? What about the negotiations betiseael
and Syria under the leadership of Turkey? What athau
future conference in Moscow in 2009?

My second question is about Central Africa. This/reeem
rather a naive question, but why was it not poedibl
organize an operation like the one in East Congthias
exposes the problem of the battle groups. Why haik
trained battle groups within the European Union witén
impossible to deploy them, especially the last EoaBerman
battle group we had, with Belgian, Luxembourg apdrésh
troops, due to restrictions especially from Germang the
UK? Should we continue to organize these battlegsd
What is their future?

My third question is about Iran. Would you see #ssa
diplomatic issue more than a military operatiomsidering
what we have been hearing for years within the Bush
administration and from Israel. Would you say toaay we
will move towards a diplomatic conclusion?

Finally my last question will be about Georgia. \WWbyou
elaborate more on what the 200 observers from tihepEan
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Union should do? Should we at the Conference ofobsn
influence in the best way possible, financial adeorgia?

Mr Dirk Van der Maelen (House of Representatives —
sp.at+VI1.Pro). — Mr Secretary General, just a simple questi
Next spring, NATO will organize a review of its ddoe of
'99 and my question is whether Europe is prepatiigy t
debate and do we have the intention with the Etha&e
progress towards a NATO with a European pillar?

De heer Georges Dallemagne (Kamer van
Volksvertegenwoordigers — cdH) Wat denkt de heer Sola
van de economische en de financiéle constructiepsapel
staat bij de G20 of de G22, waar een reeks Eurofzesten,
waaronder Belgié, afwezig zijn? Hoe stelt Europa zijn
vertegenwoordiging, zijn ideeén en opvattingenpadle
nieuwe wereldwijde constructie?

Natuurlijk is een G22 verkieslijk boven een G8, maa
weten dat een derde van het bbp van de menshaidter
vertegenwoordigd is, terwijl de gevolgen voor dmste
landen waarschijnlijk zeer hard zullen zijn. Hoerdto
rekening gehouden met de mening van landen di¢atiet
Europa of niet tot die club behoren, nu men de wioeter
wil organiseren? Rond de doeltreffendheid waarnee d
Algemene Vergadering van de Verenigde Naties in grote
internationale debatten haar gewicht in de schaal leggen,
bestaat al sinds lang een crisis. Hoe kan de besluning in
de G20, G22 worden verzoend met de besluitvorminig i
wereldgemeenschap van naties?

We zijn getuige van de ‘somalisering’ van Oost-Gonet
een versplintering van de milities, toenemendediitatit,
verkrachting van vrouwen en kinderen. Gisteren theetf
Congolese leger een vluchtelingenkamp leeggepldneter
verwoest. Ik weet dat de heer Solana tot diegerbodit die
Europa ter plaatse krachtdadiger en massaler wilsan
optreden. Voor Europa is dat een belangrijke kveeds de
discussie over het zenden van troepen geslotenkfjlaan
Belgié hebben als enige twee landen hun bereidivdlid)
getoond. Spijtig genoeg kan geen van beide landéeiding
nemen over zo’n missie. Spanje, Duitsland, Neddréam
andere landen die in die regio van de wereld geen
geschiedenis als koloniale macht hebben, zoudesthién
krachtiger tussenbeide kunnen komen. Wat denkt

de heer Solana hierover?

Er is een groot debat aan de gang over de toekoamstie
NAVO. Hierover bestaan uiteenlopende meningen aalebe
zijden van de Atlantische Oceaan. De Amerikanenvzien
de NAVO een toekomst als wereldwijde politieke asgdie
weggelegd, terwijl de Europeanen er een regionale
defensieorganisatie van willen maken. Hoe wordt die
discussie gevoerd? Welke zijn de grenzen van de RAVO
Rusland vreest dat de NAVO zich, in tegenstelling tot
aanvankelijk afgelegde verklaringen, meer en meler w
uitbreiden. Hoever staat het met die moeilijke kigesp
Europees niveau? Hoe zit het met onze relaties nstaRiP
De discussies over een verregaand partnerschap zijn
opgeschort. Hoever staat het met de beslissingekainende
weken moeten worden genomen?

De doelstellingen van de oorlog in Afghanistan zgnre van
duidelijk. De Amerikanen zijn ervan overtuigd dahhu
veiligheid in Afghanistan op het spel staat. Voor de

Union should do? Should we at the Conference ofdbon
influence in the best way possible, financial aideorgia?

Mr Dirk Van der Maelen (House of Representatives —

Next spring, NATO will organize a review of its ddoe of
'99 and my question is whether Europe is prepaitiig) t
debate and do we have the intention with the Elhake
progress towards a NATO with a European pillar?

M. Georges Dallemagne (Chambre des Représentants —
na&dH). — Que pense M. Solana de I'architecture qui sersél
dessiner en matiere économique et financiére aaunidu

G 20, G 22, ou une série de pays européens, d8eidique,
sont absents ? Comment I'Europe organise-t-elle sa
représentation, ses idées et ses opinions suuizle
architecture mondiale ?

Bien sr un G 22 est préférable a un G 8 mais savans
gu'un tiers du PIB de 'hnumanité n'y est pas représ alors
que les conséquences pour les pays les plus paenas
probablement trés brutales. Comment organise-ésn |
opinions des pays qui ne sont pas européens ou qui
n'appartiennent pas a ce club, pour mieux régler
I'organisation du monde ? L’Assemblée généraleNkgfons
unies est depuis longtemps en crise sur ses pliésiloie
peser dans les grands débats internationaux. Commen
réconcilier ce qui se passe au niveau du G 20,,@Q&Z ce
qui pourrait se passer avec I'ensemble de la coraotérdes
nations ?

Nous assistons a une « somalisation » de I'Est chg€avec
un émiettement des milices, une brutalité croigsatds viols
de femmes et d’enfants. Pas plus tard qu’hier,aimpcde
réfugiés a été pillé et saccagé par 'armée cormgmlde sais
que M. Solana fait partie de ceux qui chercherg gue
I'Europe puisse contribuer de maniére plus solitles p
massive, la-bas. Il s'agit d’'une question importgmbur
'Europe. La discussion relative a I'envoi d'une fesur
place est-elle close ? La France et la Belgiquélssrseuls
pays a avoir montré leur disponibilité. Malheureuseat, ces
pays ne peuvent prendreléadershipd’une telle
contribution. Par contre, 'Espagne, I'Allemagnes Rays-
Bas et d’autres pays qui n’ont pas d’histoire ciltendans
cette région du monde pourraient peut-étre interen
maniére plus solide. Qu’en pense M. Solana ?

Il'y a un grand débat sur I'avenir de TOTAN. A aget, des

i divergences d’opinion se manifestent des deux cfités
I'Atlantique. Les Américains verraient bien 'OTAN w&nir
une organisation politique globale alors que lesopéens
souhaitent gu’elle reste une organisation de défefgionale.
Comment s’organise cette discussion ? Quelleslesnt
limites de 'OTAN ? La Russie s’'inquiéte de voir TGN
s’agrandir de plus en plus, contrairement aux déttms qui
avaient été faites a l'origine. Quel est I'étataeliscussion a
I'échelon européen sur cette question difficiletPed sont
nos relations avec la Russie ? Les discussionsrsur
partenariat approfondi sont suspendues. Qu’erl debi
décisions qui devront étre prises dans les proekain
semaines ?

En ce qui concerne I'Afghanistan, les objectifs derge sont
trés peu clairs. Les Américains sont persuadésayue |
sécurité se joue en Afghanistan. Par contre, psur |

osp.a+VI.Pro). — Mr Secretary General, just a simple question.
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Europeanen is dat allemaal erg vaag en om die retieken
een aantataveatde kop op. Daarbij zou de strijd tegen
Al Qaida het gemeenschappelijk kenmerk zijn. Desbagi
van Al Qaida bevinden zich echter in Pakistan.

Welke houding neemt Europa aan in die moeilijkeskie@

Zal het aantreden van de heer Obama als presidemte
Verenigde Staten, zoals blijkbaar wordt verwacht;, zigh
brengen dat de VS erop aandringen dat Europa zidr me
inlaat met de wereldproblemen? Hoe ziet u die disisuen
hoe schat u de mogelijkheid in van een vernieuwd
partnerschap met de Verenigde Staten voor een reeks
problemen?

Mevrouw Isabelle Durant (Senaat — Ecolo} Zou de
Europese Unie de VN-macht in de Democratische Rejub
Congo kunnen steunen? We weten dat er plannenrmijnet
MONUC-contingent op te trekken van 17 tot 12 000
manschappen. Kan de Europese Unie haar invloedebij
Verenigde Naties aanwenden onrdies of engagemeaian
te passen? We kunnen ons immers niet beperkea tot d
versterking van het MONUC-mandaat, want de troepen
moeten ook kunnen optreden.

Mijnheer de Hoge Vertegenwoordiger, u hebt trouvaaymas
verklaard dat de discussie over een Europese
interventiemacht niet is gesloten. De Europese bapreekt
de mogelijkheid om een uiterst eenvoudig instrurimetet
zetten, namelijk het zenden Jzatitle groupswaarover in
twee weken kan worden beslist. Ik zou graag wettmuw
daarvan denkt en welke strategie we moeten ontigiklaen
dat instrument te kunnen inzetten, anders worden de
actiemogelijkheden van de Europese Unie in de neg@p
zwakker.

Al ben ik het initiatief van Europees Commissarishéi
genegen, ik denk dat diplomatie niet alles kan sg#a in dat
land. Zijn tussenkomst zal wellicht later haar \ten
afwerpen, maar nu moet de VN-macht onmiddellijk
versterking krijgen van een Europese macht. Davexigens
ook wat priester Malu Malu vraagt, een partner \tin
Europese Unie in de verkiezingsdynamiek die we além
hebben gesteund. Zonder voorafgaande militaireietgie
zou een diplomatiek offensief alleen maar krijgehden
tonele voeren die niet legitiem aan een onderhangistiafel
kunnen plaatsnemen omdat ze misdaden tegen de
menselijkheid hebben begaan.

Is de Europese Unie ten slotte voornemens op eandgfre
manier haar gewicht in de schaal te werpen om de
aanhoudingsmandaten te reactiveren? Ze zou er nute
kunnen zorgen dat de rechterhand van Laurent Nkafsla
beschuldigde voor het Internationaal Strafhof vaijst, want
hij is helemaal niet op zijn plaats aan een
onderhandelingstafel.

Mijnheer de Hoge Vertegenwoordiger, aangezien ik \Wwee
complex de krachtsverhoudingen zijn tussen landals z
Belgié, Frankrijk, Duitsland, en Spanje zou ik voagedag
weten hoe uw eigen timing eruit ziet.

De heer Francois-Xavier de Donnea (Kamer van
Volksvertegenwoordigers — MR} Ik dank de heer Solana
voor zijn aanwezigheid.

Ik wil eerst de kwestie Iran aansnijden. We wetardit land

Européens, c’est extrémement flou, raison pour lézneus
voyons une série dmveatémerger. |l semblerait que la lutte
contre Al-Qaida soit le plus petit commun dénoneénat Or
les bases d’Al-Qaida se trouvent au Pakistan.

Quelle est I'attitude de I'Europe a I'égard de eeftiestion
difficile ?

Enfin, l'arrivée de M. Obama & la présidence dessHtftis
entrainera-t-elle, comme on semble le pressemidr, u
demande des Etats-Unis pour que I'Europe s'implique
davantage dans les affaires du monde ? Commenz-wamyes
cette discussion et I'éventualité d’'un nouveaugraatiat avec
les Etats-Unis sur une série de questions ?

Mme Isabelle Durant (Sénat — Ecola)- En ce qui concerne

ida Républiqgue Démocratique du Congo, I'Union eusspee
pourrait-elle appuyer la force des Nations unié®o@s avons
connaissance de l'intention louable d’augmenteolgingent
de la MONUC de 17 a 20 000 hommes. Cela dit, I'dnio
européenne pourra-t-elle exercer une influenceesudes
Nations unies, afin que soient revues les régles
d’engagement ? En effet, on ne peut se limiter a un
renforcement du mandat de la MONUC, car il faut lpse
troupes puissent agir.

Par ailleurs, monsieur le Haut représentant, veas dit tout
a I'heure que le chapitre sur I'idée d'une forceopgenne
n'était pas clos. L’Union européenne examine lzsjiilié
d'utiliser un instrument extrémement simple, I'ende battle
groups décision qui pourrait étre prise en quinze jours.
J'aimerais connaitre votre avis a cet égard ebstifa
stratégie a développer pour que cet instrumenspudte
utilisé, sans quoi les possibilités d’action derlidh
européenne seront encore affaiblies dans la région.

En effet, si je salue l'initiative du Commissaire@peen
Michel, je pense que la diplomatie ne pourra tésbudre
dans ce pays. Son action sera sans doute utilégutlimais,
dans 'immédiat, une force européenne doit vemfaeer la
force onusienne. C’est d’ailleurs le contenu dpp& de
'abbé Malu Malu, partenaire de I'Union européedaas la
dynamique électorale et que nous avons tous saubams
une intervention préalable sur le terrain, la diphtie ne
ferait que mettre en scéne des belligérants guitiias le
droit d’étre assis autour d'une table parce qwils commis
des crimes contre I'humanité.

Enfin, 'Union européenne compte-t-elle peser, d’'une
quelconque maniere, sur la réactivation des mantiatset ?
Elle peut en effet soutenir certaines dynamiques qui
pourraient, par exemple, amener le numéro deux desha
Nkunda a comparaitre, en tant qu’'accusé, devaboiem
pénale internationale car il n’a rien a faire a tai#e de
négociation.

Monsieur le Haut représentant, comme je connais la
complexité des rapports de force entre la BelgituErance,
I'Allemagne, 'Espagne, etc., j'aimerais surtout ades
informations sur votre propre calendrier.

M. Francois-Xavier de Donnea (Chambre des
Représentants — MR) — Je tiens a remercier M. Solana
d’étre parmi nous aujourd’hui.

Je voudrais d’abord évoquer I'lran. On sait queags
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een sterke invloed uitoefent op Hamas en Hezbdhamijn
ogen kan de toestand in Libanon en tussen IsraBladestina
nooit genormaliseerd worden zonder een normaliszdiede
verhoudingen tussen Europa en de Verenigde Staten,
enerzijds, en Iran, anderzijds, meer bepaald insdte
nucleaire dossier. Zonder oplossing op dat vlak terogve
vroeg of laat wellicht vrezen voor Israélische aalfen op
Iran, waardoor de toestand ter plaatse nog ingeelit&r
wordt en onrust wordt gezaaid in de Europese landeser
bepaald door terreuraanslagen.

Mijn tweede bedenking betreft Congo. Het zijn gutiin de
MONUC te versterken en misschien ook andere nnditai
initiatieven te nemen teneinde de burgerbevolking t
behoeden voor een onmenselijke slachtpartij.

Mijns inziens bestaat er voor Congo geen militaiptossing.
De oprichting van een economische unie van Conganda,
Rwanda en Burundi die een billijke verdeling van de
bodemrijkdommen waarborgt, kan echter wel een apigs
zijn. De huidige conflicten vinden immers hun oocosg in
de graaizucht naar de bodemrijkdommen.

Het ligt voor de hand dat Europa alleen waarsclijinl
volkomen onmachtig staat. Zonder sterke VS-druk op
bepaalde landen in de regio is een oplossing oniijogEr
kan overigens geen enkele oplossing worden gevaidete
Afrikanen zelf er niet sterker bij worden betrokleen
alleszins veel sterker dan tot nu toe het gevalmets

de herenpbasanp en Ping.

De oplossing voor het regionale conflict moet onder
noodzakelijke Westerse en vooral Amerikaanse darkde
Afrikanen zelf komen. Zolang het probleem van detiitg
van en de handel in bodemrijkdommen niet is gedegel
die regio geen vrede kennen.

De heer Josy Dubié (Senaat — Ecole) Mijnheer Solana, op
het einde van uw betoog zei u dat we met drie wensale
problemen worden geconfronteerd: klimaatverandering
armoede en ontwapening. U hebt volkomen gelijkaBtste
twee problemen hangen echter samen en vormen het
hoofdonderwerp van mijn twee vragen, de ene overgee
en de andere over Afghanistan.

Sinds de oorlog in Georgié in augustus voelen we
ontegensprekelijk een terugkeer naar de koude gobe
Verenigde Staten hebben hun vioot naar de Zwarte Zee
gestuurd, de Russen hebben daarop geantwoord damor hu
vloot en hun vlaggenschip naar Venezuela en de Gamaie
sturen. In aansluiting daarop hebben de Amerikandpolen
antiraketraketten geplaatst. De Russen reagerervezer
door raketten te plaatsen in Kaliningrad.

U verkiest een kritische samenwerking met Ruslamdrbeen
confrontatie. Denkt u niet dat een toetreding vaofgié tot
de NAVO nu misplaatst is? De toetreding werd aangeiaol
door vice-president Dick Cheney in Azerbeidzjanatn z

besproken worden op de NAVO-vergadering in december.

Vandaag is het duidelijk dat niet Rusland Georgiéthee
aangevallen, maar omgekeerd. Om de crisis te onémijijkt
het me dan ook beter een voorzichtige houding @aeinen
en tegen Georgié te zeggen dat het nog niet heemasiom
tot de NAVO toe te treden. Wat is uw mening hiefbver

Wat Afghanistan betreft, heeft Barack Obama gedureede

influence fortement le comportement du Hamas et du
Hezbollah. A mon sens, il 'y aura pas de normatisade la
situation au Liban et dans le dossier israélo-palestsans
une normalisation des rapports de 'Europe et dats#inis
avec I'lran, notamment dans le dossier nucléamasSine
solution sur ce plan, ne doit-on pas craindre de t@t ou
tard, des frappes israéliennes s’abattre sur |'kcarqui
compliguerait encore la situation sur place et @otcréer de
graves troubles dans nos pays européens, notarparelet
terrorisme ?

Ma deuxiéme réflexion concerne le Congo. J'estitile de
renforcer la MONUC et peut-étre de prendre d’autres
initiatives militaires pour protéger les populasariviles d’'un
véritable massacre indigne de 'humanité.

Cela dit, je pense que la solution au Congo nejagerais
militaire mais qu’elle consiste a mettre sur piee union
économique regroupant le Congo, 'Ouganda, le Raatde
Burundi de fagon a assurer un partage équitable des
ressources. C’est en effet la convoitise pour de®r
ressources qui explique les conflits actuels.

Il est clair que I'Europe seule est probablemerit fo
impuissante. Sans une pression importante des Bitégssur
certains pays de la région, une solution sera isiples En
outre, aucune solution ne pourra étre dégagéeusi no
n’impliquons pas plus les Africains eux-mémes, diéage
gue cela n'a été fait jusqu’a présent avec MMasanj et
Ping.

La solution au conflit régional doit venir des Afiins, avec
les pressions occidentales nécessaires, et sartairicaines.
Tant que le probléme de I'exploitation et de la
commercialisation des ressources miniéres ne ssreglé,
cette région ne connaitra pas la paix.

M. Josy Dubié (Sénat — Ecolo)- Monsieur Solana, en
terminant votre exposé, vous avez signalé que énuss
confrontés a trois probléemes transversaux : lesgdraents
climatiques, la pauvreté et le désarmement. Voag,a mon
sens, tout a fait raison mais il me semble quedes derniers
problémes sont liés et constitueront donc I'axenés deux
questions, I'une concernant la Géorgie, l'autrddtanistan.

Depuis la guerre en Géorgie au mois d’'ao(t, ontetesine
remontée des « tensions de guerre froide ». E &feEtats-
Unis ont envoyé leur flotte dans la mer Noire,Resses ont
riposté en envoyant leur flotte et leur navire airéiu
Venezuela et dans les Caraibes. Dans la foulée, les
Américains ont obtenu des Polonais le déploiemest d
fameux missiles antimissiles. Les Russes réagissent
annoncant le déploiement de missiles a Kaliningéatdsent
incontestablement un regain de tension de guegigefr

Pour tenter de privilégier, comme vous le précanisae
collaboration critique avec la Russie plutét qu'une
confrontation, ne pensez-vous pas qu’il serait sralv
d’accepter I'entrée de la Géorgie dans 'OTAN ? €ett
adhésion a été annoncée par le vice-président eamebick
Cheney en Azerbaidjan et sera sans doute abondédelda
réunion de 'OTAN en décembre. Comme il est aujtwid
évident que ce n'est pas la Russie qui a attaqGé&dagie
mais l'inverse, il me semble utile, pour désamouowdte
crise, de prendre une position prudente et deadiseGéorgie
gue le moment de son entrée dans 'OTAN n’est pasre
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gehele verkiezingscampagne aangekondigd dat hij
Amerikaanse troepen uit Irak wil weghalen om ze in
Afghanistan in te zetten. Nochtans beweren alleutesgen
en de Amerikaanse, Britse en Franse stafchefs dpter
militaire oplossing is voor Afghanistan. De Fransegeal
Georgelin zei zelfs dat Afghanistan een niet te e
puinhoop wordt waar we ons niet meer moeten in E@ng
Hoe zullen de meningsverschillen tussen Obama en de
militaire leiders worden opgelost? De meesten zeglg de
oplossing politiek is en niet militair. Welke pike actie zal
de Europese Unie ondernemen?

De Taliban zijn bijna allemaal Pathanen, maar lamgt alle
Pathanen zijn Taliban. Meer zelfs, de Pathanen zijn
ondervertegenwoordigd in de Afghaanse regering, ijieres
toch 40% van de bevolking uitmaken. Moet de Eumpkse
niet samenwerken met de Pathanen die geen Talipgrkzi
om een politieke oplossing te bereiken?

Dit is trouwens ook een Pakistaans probleem. Hauidelijk
dat de Al Qaida-basissen zich niet in Afghanistanrukan.

Wat moeten de Europeanen concreet doen om Pakistan ¢
rol te laten spelen in het zoeken naar een poétigflossing?

Ms Hilde Vautmans (House of Representatives — Open
VId). — I would like to congratulate you on succeeding
giving a real face to the European policy of seguand
defence, which is a major step forward. But | thiokeally
have a European policy on security and defencettvngs
are necessary. First of all, | feel we need a fbmeseting of
the Ministers of Defence in the European Union aodan
informal approach. If we really want the EU to have
European Policy on defence we need this formal mgeti
What are your steps in putting this on the agemdiada you
think you can succeed in getting this done?

Secondly, Europe carried out a lot of surveys asgample
what they thought about a European army. Most geopl
favour the idea, believing that the budget of tagamal army
could be less. Therefore, do you think we will esecceed in
having this army, as | believe it is really necegshooking
at the budgets spent on defence matters of therelift
parliaments and countries and at the efficiendhefoutcome
of that then we need to take serious measuregting¢his
European army. | know that basically every coungreas
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even more will need to be spent in setting updhisy and
then to reduce the budget. What are you doing tsvar
achieving this, are discussions going on? Do yue lza
agenda on this?

| would also like to ask you about the mission @ as you
did not mention this. | think this is an importamteration, as
Belgian soldiers are there. What is your visionutibat?

Fourthly, the Commission of Foreign Affairs hastjosme
back from a visit to the United Nations and we gqatellent
briefings on the weight Europe has within the UNctdpe is
indeed very important there. But people do not ko
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voice, especially in the Security Council. Belgibad been a
member of the Security council for two years anddigea
great job there. We started up discussions betieen
members of the Security Council and | would likétow if
this will continue?

Lastly the most important question for my country #ms
commission. You know Belgium was in favour of sewgdi
European troops to Congo. Our Minister of Foreigfaié
was in favour of that, but unfortunately Europe wnlid make
that decision. Will there again be steps takenutahs on the
agenda again? | think Congo needs European treopexaial
genocide is occurring and we cannot turn a blirel €an
you assure us that the discussion will continu@iwiEurope
so that we can save women and children in the Congo

Mr Javier Solana. — In response to the four questions poss
by Mr Roelants du Vivier. The first on the MiddlesE&eace
Process with three sub items, one being the rolérdlair.
He was appointed by the Quartet as its speciatseptative
for the economic development of Palestine. He do¢fave
a formal mandate that goes beyond this. In thigaetshe
cooperates closely with the EU and remains an inaport
economic key player among the Palestinians not iortlye
reconstruction, institution building, but partictianow in
security. We have now a very important missiondoperate
with Prime Minister Fayyad and President Abbasebag
security structure in place. So we have the econaspect,
the reconstruction and humanitarian component, the
institution building and the security part. Thisnbat we
coordinate with Tony Blair and he attends all theetings we
have with the Quartet.

Maybe the most important thing done on the econaidie
was the Bethlehem Conference, which included region
partners and Palestinian entrepreneurs. This creatertain
positive momentum but we cannot cheat ourselvesfailie
reality that the situation remains very bad from étonomic
development viewpoint, although some progress bas b
made in security thanks to the EU. The fact thaSibeurity
forces now use Hebrew is quite an important achiere.

To the second sub-question on the role of Syria isithel.
This is a very important path. Turkey has done algob but
there has been no fundamental discussions as tyetdre
Syria and Israel. | would like to draw your attentito the last
statement of Prime Minister Olmert, where he sthpng
advocates the Israeli Syrian path. Indeed theaegi®wing
consensus within Israeli society and security ferghich
strongly supports this. The role of Syria for theufe of this
region is crucial to the regional stability. Syhias
recuperated relations with the Lebanon, the chaingéme
embargo and diplomatic relations are in place, withange
of Ambassadors probably before the end of this.yHais
will help in moving forward the Israeli Syrian path

The elections in Lebanon are critical and if theyfege and
fair without external interference we will make ery
important step in the right direction for the trdabanon
Israel.

On your third question about the Moscow Conference.
Originally, the idea of the Conference was to tstkek of the
situation at the end of the year and to seek ood gwoves
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in the Israeli electoral process this idea has beparted till
after these elections and the present governmdintamtinue
until the summer of 2009. However, the idea cormio
remain on the agenda and the Quartet with the Aoalbtries
and the various parties will get together probatlparch or
April. This is something that the Russians haveeptad.

Referring to your question about Central Africasitrue that
considering the level of engagements we have hdiSth
missions, Artemis/DRC, why not now? There are saver
reasons why not. Now we have MONUC, which is thestmo
important UN operation ever, with 17,000 troopss lanfair
to think that the EU is going to do something withthe
cooperation of MONUC. An operation alone by the EU
would not make any sense, and certainly would Bot b
accepted by the UN. With the resolution of the Sigcu
Council asking for 3000 more troops in cooperatigth all
the member states within the UN, and MONUC this
underlines the overall willingness to collaboratetually.
Nonetheless, | do not think the situation is matmeugh at
this point to send forces alone under the umboflaUN
operation. There is an open cooperation with MONAYG it
is constantly under review weekly to decide on jiidess
actions to be taken on intelligence, on issuesatet
materially important to them, but not with forcestbe
ground.

The question on the humanitarian aspects is ongbieda
every day. It is not only about money but makingeghat the
food gets to the people concerned. It has beerideres to
do something on the ground at some of the airpaitiss etc,
but this has always to be done in association MiBNUC.
We have a lot of contacts with the DPKO leaders
(Department of Peacekeeping Operations) and aeé&bat
currently taking place in New York. Without a doutis
important to keep in contact with the UN to leais frocess.

The other question you have placed on Battle grolips, as
you know, is a very important debate which is tgktace in
the European Union. The Battle Group is a force whias a
rapidity of deployment, which has a size of 1,5@0e and
is multinational. These are the three elements.dBiate wag
about the usual Battle Group as a reserve or agi@ r
reaction force. This debate continues to take platiee
European Union. There are countries that think nmohe of
it as a reserve force and others that think ittbdee used
when it is needed.

But in any case, this debate was very intenseeirtast
Ministerial Defence meeting under the French peatithas
not been completely resolved. It is true that aduigstion is
‘if we do not use it now, when?’. What circumstaneéll
require rapid reaction, not a big force, a morehg&ijzated
force, that is one of the forces that is deployleebaly by the
United Nations. This is a big debate which is tgkitace
now and which has not been finished. It requiras, thnd you
know the Battle Group ‘Rotate’, they are the legdiattle
Group that rotate from countries to countries. Ereme
countries that have been much more inclined taouseof the
models and there are countries that are more ettlio use
the second model, the Model of Reserve. The Baittteip
which are at our disposal now belong to countii@s &re in
general more on their Reserve Mode than on the atbee. |

had a meeting with a Military Committee at the lesfe
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Chiefs of Military Staff not long ago and they ciowie to
debate this but they think we have to come to @losion to
this debate. Otherwise, countries that have made a
tremendous effort to adapt their armour force i thodel
will develop not quite frustration but a sentimémat the
resources that they have, have not been used pyropkis
requires clarification.

On the question of DRC participation it will haveadny case
to be performed within the context of the Unitediblas
incorporated with MONUC.

| don't think that any other operation outside tHi®NUC
will be possible nor desirable because it wouldda certain
extent to get out of the scheme of the United Matiwhich
has now the most important operation on the graw.

The third question you put concerned Iran. Thisusry
important question and is one of the most imporisues
that we will be confronted with in the current petiof time.

The position of the European Union now is that fbisa
diplomatic solution and it defends the double-trapkroach.
This means an approach that involves negotiatioth, thie
hand extended always, another which is action w Merk.
The success of the double-track approach has not13896.

Let me remind you of the latest part, at the enduoie/early
July we presented a new proposal upgrading theéhatdnad
been presented two years before in 2006. It isxaallent

proposal. It is a proposal that is read carefutllgontains a lot
of content.

The second thing we agreed is that if in the casetiiey do
not move there we will continue with the actiondNiew
York. We had a meeting in New York in the margirtho#
General Assembly and the resolution was approvésinas
a very important resolution. It did not go into nsanctions
but it repeated the whole content of sanctionsezidry every
country of the six countries, there are five peremn
members plus Germany plus the European Union.

This was very important because that meeting toakepafter
the Georgian crisis. Many people thought at thattgbat it
would be impossible to maintain the unity of the ®untries,
including Russia and China. This was achieved, wisickery
important.

What do we expect now?

There was a meeting during my trip to Tehran befoge t
Summer, a meeting in July in Geneva with Dr. Jalid
myself. We were not satisfied with all of the respes we got
to the questions we put. They put some questionshwiave
now been responded to. There has been an exchalejteof
from September to today, there may be a meetingédtie
end of the year in 2008, first with our deputied #men
maybe with Dr. Jalili and myself and we have totwaiw for
the position of the new administration in the Udittates.

The statements of the President Elect, Obama isiclélaat
he wants to get more engaged. We appreciate tiensent
hugely, more engagement from the United States.

We would like to maintain the format because itasy
important to maintain in the scheme other countries only
European countries but also China and Russia. Withou

engagement from China and Russia it would be vifigwlt
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to resolve these problems. The problem is that amenlear
power should not be allowed in that part of theld:oFhis
does not mean that Iran would not have the rigproaluce
electricity, this is something that nobody questidhis one
thing to produce energy but it is another to godmely What
does ‘beyond’ mean and why are we so controlledy Wh
there more control today than a month ago? A feys dgo,
the last report from the Agency of Vienna was ait®d. The
number of centrifuges that are being put in placedases,
the level of low and rich uranium in kg increases now
around 450 kg, which is not enough to produce g@nerbut
we are reaching levels that are rather uncomfagtdbis very
important to maintain this position in order to gebe
negotiations or the double-track alive. If the dedivack does
not maintain life, this means unity of the six ctrigs, etc, the
possibilities are others, possibilities that goiagiavhat we
have as a global strategy which is to solve thestjan by
diplomacy. This will be on the agenda in a verymseand
strong manner in the months ahead.

Elections in Tehran will take place from 2009. Weéav be
intelligent to see how we will handle the electqraicess in
Tehran and the increased pressure on the double-trac
approach which must be maintained.

On Georgia, the EUMM are there. They are doing & ver
good job. The mission in Georgia is a very, verpamiant
mission. Sometimes things that are done bottomremat
appreciated because the bottom-up actions ar&rese and
make less news than the top-down. The bottom-upoappes
in this particular mission have been fundamental.

The Georgian Government are satisfied with how thimave
been carried out, discretely, in good co-operatith
everybody, obtaining what was hoped to obtain is phase
in a very subtle manner. Very good and sophisticpenple
were deployed on the ground very rapidly. In tweelkse
people were on the ground, with all the equipmemitivis
quite an important achievement of co-ordination agithe
member states of the European Union. The Russiaagorc
withdrew before the withdrawal date arrived ancbélhe
check points had disappeared.

We have to recognise ourselves that we are doirggya
good, discrete job. If you put this together witle Geneva
Conference which is moving, for the first time tBeorgians
and the Russians have been at the same tablegtalkin

Have all the problems been solved? No, but a caniple
months ago it could never have been imagined liatrtould
have taken place. Not everything is resolved beit th
mechanism to begin to resolve this very complicatedblem
that will be present for many years in the futuas been put
in place. It is better to have this problem corédil to have it
in the political scheme around the table than not.

There will be a NATO summit in 2009. This will be an
important summit taking place in Europe. It will the first
summit of NATO with the new President participatifigpe
revision of the strategic concept of NATO will prahanot
be finished by this summit. There will probably eiaterim
document but it will not be the final, new, strategoncept of
NATO, this will be done later down the road. ItMik an
important summit because it will take place in E@op

Important decisions will be taken before this suftrimi
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particular one which will affect very importantlyge essence
of Europe. France will probably be back on the anilit
structure before the summit.

Important decisions will have to be taken abouimegl
issues, and how to evolve the EAPC, or the Pattigefer
Peace Schemes in NATO and therefore also the nediijo
between NATO and the European Union. It cannot be
expected that the full new, strategic concept off@Awill be
finalised in that summit.

As far as what you call the European Pillar, treeethings
that have to be said and others that have to be. ddrere is
nothing that prevents European countries from takin
decisions on issues that pertain to security. lld/de more
difficult to put a tag and say here are two pillaisthing
prevents the European countries to co-ordinatentbeg
actions. Before we look for tags, lets take actions

De bijeenkomst van de groep G in Washington is heel
belangrijk. Het feit dat de eerste vergadering eafidanciéle
crisis het kader van de G8 overstijgt, is heel bhgtgk voor
onszelf en voor de hele wereld. We moeten Chida bn
andere landen rond de tafel krijgen.

Zuid-Korea, het Verenigd Koninkrijk en Brazilié zullée
vergadering van eind april voorbereiden. De toprade
financiéle problemen zal voor de eerste keer worden
voorbereid door deze drie landen, waaronder twee
opkomende landen. Dat is een belangrijke
mentaliteitswijziging.

Hoe moeten we in de toekomst te werk gaan? Ik mienkiat
de G20 de G7 of de G8 op alle vlakken kan vervarigen
weet niet of de G20 in staat zal zijn de problewemhet
terrorisme en de klimaatsverandering adequaat &an t
pakken. De G20 moet wel betrokken worden bij heltero
naar oplossingen voor de financiéle crisis.

De Europese Unie heeft twee keuzemogelijkheder! ofw
verder praten met de G8+ of de G7+, met de drukasabere
landen die deel zouden willen uitmaken van dezepgrafwel
ernstig nadenken over de mogelijkheid om met de gt de
Unie op het internationale toneel naar voren telée.

De derde landen vinden dat de Europese landen
oververtegenwoordigd zijn. De druk neemt toe. Wetamo
nadenken over de vraag hoe we met minder leden meer
gewicht in de schaal kunnen leggen. De anderedidsten
de opkomende landen zullen immers zulke grote
vertegenwoordiging van de westerse mogendhedemeigt
aanvaarden.

Ik geef een voorbeeld: het Internationaal Monekonds
heeft acht directeurs uit westerse landen. Er mdtseits
worden gemaakt voor China, India of Brazilié. We taone
nadenken over de vraag wie plaats zal maken. Dedtvazn
moeilijke discussie.

U vroeg hoe de relatie tussen de Verenigde Natietedn?2?2,
20, 18, 17 of 16 zal zijn. De groepen G kunnen niet
verantwoordelijk zijn voor de gehele internationale
gemeenschap. Bepaalde aspecten vallen onder de
internationale verdragen. Het is ondenkbaar datlem die
geen onderlinge juridische relatie hebben, besigpsn
kunnen nemen op het vlak van vrede, militaire aaife
crisisbeheersing. Dat kan eventueel worden overwagéet

particular one which will affect very importantlye essence
of Europe. France will probably be back on the wanilit
structure before the summit.

Important decisions will have to be taken abouiaeg)
issues, and how to evolve the EAPC, or the Paittipefer
Peace Schemes in NATO and therefore also the nesiijo
between NATO and the European Union. It cannot be
expected that the full new, strategic concept off@Awill be
finalised in that summit.

As far as what you call the European Pillar, trereethings
that have to be said and others that have to be. ddvere is
nothing that prevents European countries from gakin
decisions on issues that pertain to security. lildidbe more
difficult to put a tag and say here are two pilldsthing
prevents the European countries to co-ordinate ritbibé
actions. Before we look for tags, lets take actions

La question de la réunion du G-group & Washingtbirés
importante. Le fait que la premiére réunion postéde la
crise se soit tenue au-dela du G8 est trés sigtiffipour
nous-mémes et pour le monde. Il est tout a faiddomental
de mettre autour de la table la Chine, I'lnde autfes pays.

En outre, la préparation de la prochaine réunionagra lieu
fin avril, sera assurée par trois pays : la Corésut, le
Royaume-Uni et le Brésil. Ainsi, pour la premiéoésf le
sommet qui réglera la question des finances du sneach
préparé par ces trois pays, dont deux sont émexgeigst un
changement de mentalité trés important.

Comment faire a I'avenir sur le plan de la géoraéirie ne
crois pas que le G20 pourrait remplacer le G7 dedalans
tous les domaines de la vie collective. Je neteaisfois pas
si le G20 sera la dimension adéquate pour régger le
problémes de terrorisme, de changement climatiefge En
tout cas, pour ce qui est de la crise financiézesant ces pays
qui devront étre convoqués en vue de régler lesesho

Comment faire pour I'Union ? Celle-ci a deux opsarsoit
celle de continuer a parler avec le G8+ ou le Gec la
pression d’autres pays qui aimeraient faire paiee cercle,
soit celle de commencer a penser sérieusememgassibilité
de se présenter sur la scéne internationale aweixdale
I'Union. Ce sera éventuellement nécessaire.

Je crois que les pays tiers auront tendance adke
Européens qu'ils sont surreprésentés. On constaileedis
que cette pression commence a s’exercer trésrolaire ||
faut réfléchir a la maniére d’avoir plus de poidasavoir
plus de membres. Les autres Etats membres et les pays
émergents n'accepteront plus une représentationahae
occidental aussi nombreuse.

Voici un exemple : au Fonds monétaire internatiomait
directeurs émanent de nos pays. |l faut faire undeeplace
pour la Chine, I'Inde ou le Brésil. Qui le fera 8u$ devons
réfléchir a cela entre nous, mais la discussioa dificile.

Vous avez demandé comment s’effectuera la relainbre les
G22, 20, 18, 17 ou 16 et les Nations unies. Jaais pas que
la géométrie G puisse englober toutes les respiitsalde la
communauté internationale. Certains éléments figutans
les traités de nature internationale. Il est impblesque des
pays n'ayant pas de relations juridiques entrepelissent
prendre des décisions dans des domaines implidppaix,
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kader van een uitgebreide Veiligheidsraad, maar de
contractuele relatie van de Verenigde Naties is &menteel
en dat moet zo blijven.

Hoe moeten we te werk gaan? Er zijn verschillende
mogelijkheden om een collectief geweten van defesm
Unie te vormen. De Eurogroep en de Raad van Euraoparz
nog voor de tweede top bijeenkomen. We werken gioelde
richting. We moeten vergaderingen beleggen, zadhkereen
zich echt betrokken voelt bij de beslissingen dier d
bepaalde landen van de Unie zullen worden genokiven.
moeten ons ook afvragen hoe we de asymmetrie en de
internationale dossiers zullen behandelen. Watplessing
is, is moeilijk te zeggen, maar we moeten er testaiover
nadenken.

Het voorstel van president Medvedev voor een nieuw
veiligheidsverdrag voor Europa is nog heel vaag.Wilken
er in elk geval over discussiéren, eerst informBefin
december is er een OVSE-bijeenkomst in Helsinkedbp
lunchvergadering zullen ideeé&n worden uitgewisded.
landen van de Europese Unie, de Verenigde Stataradza
Rusland en de Centraal-Aziatische landen zullen aaigwe
zijn. Het zal een interessante bijeenkomst zijrgrmat
betekent niet dat alle problemen opgelost zullerdes of dat
we het eens zijn met alle initiatieven van Ruslatet.komt
erop aan te tonen dat we bereid zijn te pratenzWken zien
hoe de zaken evolueren. Het is in elk geval eesteepositief
gebaar ten opzichte van Rusland. We zien niet iranaae
huidige structuren zouden moeten veranderen. \\n stel
open voor een debat over eventuele andere Russasién.
Het is belangrijk dat de Verenigde Staten, Canaddeen
Centraal-Aziatische landen meedoen. De OVSE is igealél
het meest efficiénte orgaan voor dit soort besjigsn.

Als Europeanen moeten we, in samenwerking met de
Verenigde Staten, nadenken over Afghanistan. Teteeers
moeten we de regering-Karzai tot meer efficiéntezatien.
Er moeten in juni of juli 2009 verkiezingen komezn T
tweede moeten we de andere landen in de regioy oneler
Pakistan, bij de zaak betrekken. We zullen waansijkipen
bijeenkomst organiseren met Afghanistan en zijnlaaden.
Ten derde is de strijd tegen drugs fundamenteeait wa
narcoticagebieden is het onmogelijk de rust te tetlen. Ten
vierde moeten we het terrorisme bestrijden en dgyheid in
Afghanistan herstellen.

Wat de Pathanen betreft, hebt u gelijk. Er moet‘ieetusief’
proces op gang komen.

Twee weken geleden was ik Riyad. Ik had er langpen
gesprekken met de koning van Saudi-Arabié. Dit tandt,
zoals u weet, de meeste goede wil ten opzichtdivvaaort
onderhandelingen en gesprekken. Arabié is van plateze
richting verder te gaan. Het wenst duidelijkheictode
doelstellingen van de Pathanen en de Taliban. Bdeijuiste
manier van werken. Alle militaire overheden van &leden,
met inbegrip van de NAVO, zeggen duidelijk dat exditigke
oplossing moet worden gezocht. De veiligheid tdiftter
fundamenteel. We moeten dus een evenwicht zoalsem tie
prioriteit ‘veiligheid’ en het verloop van de paéke
handelingen.

Ik ben er bijna zeker van dat er bewegingen irridigting
zijn en dat er contacten en onderhandelingen zltamen

I'action militaire ou la gestion de crises, du n®dans
'immédiat. Nous pouvons éventuellement I'envisadgns le
cadre du Conseil de sécurité élargi, mais la miati
contractuelle des Nations unies est tout a failéonentale et
il faut la maintenir.

Comment travailler entre nous ? Il existe plusienasiére de
coopérer a la formation de la conscience colleaie
I'Union. L'Eurogroupe et le Conseil européen senigant
avant le deuxieme sommet. Nous travaillons darie cet
direction qui est selon moi la bonne. Nous devansftet
organiser des réunions afin que tout le mondersie se
vraiment impliqué dans les décisions qui serorggsrpar
certains pays de I'Union dans les enceintes dexiéfh. Nous
devons continuer a réfléchir et nous demander corhgéer
la géomeétrie variable et les dossiers de la varitionale. Je
ne crois pas qu'il seront traités selon la mémergtoe. ||
est toutefois difficile de dire quelle sera la oo mais nous
devons au moins y réfléchir.

J'en viens a la question relative a la propositiarprésident
Medvedev visant a I'adoption d’'un nouveau traitélau
sécurité en Europe. Il s'agit d’'une question ent¢are vague.
Nous avons toutefois accepté de commencer a egr pait
d’abord de maniére informelle. Une réunion de I'&ES4lira
lieu au début de décembre a Helsinki. Un premikagge
d'idées y est prévu durant le déjeuner. Y prendpant les
pays de I'Union européenne, les Etats-Unis, le Canlad
Russie et les pays d’Asie centrale. Ce sera domeament
intéressant. Cela ne signifie pas que nous régldmrs les
problémes ou que nous sommes d’accord avec tasges |
initiatives de la Russie. Faire un geste et mormfuer nous
sommes préts a discuter sont des démarches cdivasuc
Nous verrons comment les choses se dérouleraiagit
toutefois d’'un premier geste positif vis-a-vis deRussie.
Néanmoins, les structures actuelles devront setemain
Nous ne voyons pas la nécessité de les modifiarsNo
sommes toutefois ouverts a la discussion au safeadtres
idées russes éventuelles. Il est important quAresricains,
les Canadiens et les pays d’Asie centrale y ppéiti
L’OSCE est en tous cas le cadre le plus efficace poer
discussion de cette nature.

Nous devrons réfléchir, en tant qu’Européens massiaen
collaboration avec les Etats-Unis, & la question de
I’Afghanistan. Primo, nous devons faire pressionlsu
gouvernement Karzai qui devrait étre plus efficies
élection devront avoir lieu en juin ou juillet 20@ecundo, il
convient d'engager les autres pays de la régiopetdse au
Pakistan mais aussi aux autres. Nous convoquerons
probablement une réunion avec I'’Afghanistan etvegsns.
Tertio, la lutte contre la drogue est fondamentalelest
impossible de pacifier lasarcostatesQuarto, il faut lutter
contre le terrorisme et défendre la sécurité dégghanistan.

Sur la question pachtoune, je crois que vous aiea. I
faut mettre en ceuvre un processus plus « inclusif »

J'étais a Riyad il y a deux semaines. J'y ai elodgues et
franches conversations avec le roi d’Arabie saeudibmme
vous le savez, c'est le pays qui manifeste le géubonne
volonté a I'égard de ce type de négociation etateersation.
L'Arabie est disposée a aller dans cette direcfibmis ce
pays voudrait avoir des éclaircissements sur lgscofs des
Pachtounes et des talibans. Mais je crois qu'il fieavailler
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tussen de gematigde Taliban en de Pathanen.

Bij mijn bezoek aan de regio heb ik urenlang gesgmaket
niet-confessionele Pathaanse politici die bij degjste
verkiezingen werden verkozen. Ze voelen zich @blopihun
gemak. We moeten hen bij de gesprekken betrekken. D
Pathanen willen een vreedzame en diplomatieke aptpss
Sinds de jongste verkiezingen in Pakistan is é&ein
parlement een vertegenwoordiging van de Pathaneteuit
grensstreek.

De heer Josy Dubié (Senaat — Ecale)Ze hebben de
verkiezingen gewonnen.

M. Javier Solana — Dat is wellicht het belangrijkste resulta
van deze verkiezingen. We moeten hen bij de béspesak
betrekken. Ik stel dus een beetje mijn hoop opalermten
zoals Saudi-Arabié.

Het is aan deze landen en aan de Pathanen om stagpen
doen, niet aan ons. Als wij dat doen, dan zou dat ee
vergissing zijn. We moeten onderhandelingsvoorwaard
creéren, maar het is niet aan ons om oplossingeoé&en.
Als ik ‘wij’ zeg, dan heb ik het over alle landem\d@e Unie.
Sommige landen willen stappen ondernemen, maarik d
dat dit een vergissing zou zijn. De discussie rgebeuren
tussen de Afghanen.

Mevrouw Durant, ik verwijs naar ons standpunt ohet
Internationaal Strafhof. We stellen alles in hetkvem dat te
steunen, niet alleen in het DRC-dossier, maar opéka
Soedan. Het is een moeilijke kwestie. De vraagh®een
bijdrage kunnen leveren tot het herstel van de eisd
theoretisch en blijft open. Ik denk dat iedereem deebeste
bedoelingen in de goede richting werkt.

Concerning Lebanon, what happened on Mayds
extremely important in Lebanon. | was very happledhere
to see what happened physically when the Presidast
elected. A President had not been elected for @ pemniod of
time. It was very impressive to see the Emir of Qalteiring
this meeting.

On one side of the corridor were the ambassaddssiodi
Arabia and Egypt and on the other side were the asalors
of Iran and Syria. And there was the Emir of Qatar i
Lebanon. During all the speeches it was fascindtirgge the
body language. When the Egyptians and the Sauglauged
the Iranians and Syrians did not applaud. It wag ve
interesting. But at the end the President waseateaihd from
then on everything has gone ok.

He visited Syria and Saudi Arabia. The diplomatic
relationships have been re-established. This &ra v
important change. Something to think about is thistwas
achieved with Qatar, a small country in the Gulfhva lot of
money, oil and gas, that nobody expected wouldobeta

de cette maniére. Toutes les autorités militaieetods les
pays, y compris celles de 'OTAN, ont dit clairemgoe la
solution doit étre trouvée par la politique. Néammpla
sécurité reste en tout cas un élément tout adaddmental. Il
faut donc trouver un équilibre entre la prioritélasécurité et
le déroulement de I'action politique.

Je suis presque sir qu'il y aura des mouvements atzte
direction, qu’il y aura des contacts, des négamietientre
talibans modérés, entre Pachtounes.

Lorsque j'étais dans cette région, j'ai passé desdseavec
des hommes politiques pachtounes laiques, éludemieres
élections. lls ne se sentent pas a I'aise non pliaut les
associer a la discussion. Les Pachtounes aimerpighy ait
une solution pacifique, diplomatique. Depuis lemdres
élections au Pakistan, il y a au parlement uneésstation
des Pachtounes laiques de la frontiéere.

M. Josy Dubié (Sénat — Ecolo)- lls ont gagné les élections.

atM. Javier Solana — C’est probablement le résultat le plus
important de ces élections. |l faut les incorpalans les
discussions. J'ai donc un petit peu d’espoir esoraide la
volonté d’engagement de pays tiers comme I'Arab@udite.

Mais c’est a ces pays et aux Pachtounes a faire des
démarches. Ce n’est pas notre rble. Si nous cononerle
faire, nous nous tromperons trés probablemeraull ¢réer
les conditions de la négociation mais ce n'estgpasus de
trouver les solutions. Lorsque je dis « nous pgee de
'ensemble des pays de I'Union. Certains d’entne ant
davantage enclins a faire des démarches. Je wtreisegserait
une grande erreur. La discussion doit se déroutes en
Afghans.

A Mme Durant, je rappelle notre position sur ledrnal pénal
international : nous faisons tout ce que nous posiyur le
soutenir non seulement dans le dossier de la RO€ amasi
pour le Soudan, etc. C’est difficile. Comment cilmier a la
pacification ? C’est une question théorique quieresiverte.
Mais je crois que tout le monde travaille dansdarie
direction dans les meilleures intentions.

Concerning Lebanon, what happened on Mayds
extremely important in Lebanon. | was very happiedhere
to see what happened physically when the Preswiant
elected. A President had not been elected for @ paniod of
time. It was very impressive to see the Emir of Qakeiring
this meeting.

On one side of the corridor were the ambassaddBsuodli
Arabia and Egypt and on the other side were the asalolars
of Iran and Syria. And there was the Emir of Qatar i
Lebanon. During all the speeches it was fascindtirgge the
body language. When the Egyptians and the Sauglawged
the Iranians and Syrians did not applaud. It wayg ve
interesting. But at the end the President wasedeand from
then on everything has gone ok.

He visited Syria and Saudi Arabia. The diplomatic
relationships have been re-established. This &a v
important change. Something to think about is thistwas
achieved with Qatar, a small country in the Gulfhva lot of
money, oil and gas, that nobody expected wouldoteta
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capitalise that agreement.

The role of Iran is also important. It is true thah acts
through proxies: it uses Hamas, it uses Hezboliehbeit
sometimes those organisations act autonomousty. It
important to recognise the role of Iran in the oegi

With Iran we will not get engaged until clarity Hasen given
concerning the nuclear problem.

Secondly it cannot be forgotten that Iran has dlicbmvith
the Sunni countries. The Sunni-Shia is a battlegbas back
centuries. This complicates the issues in the regio

In Sharm el-Sheikh | had a meeting with the Gulirtoies
plus Egypt plus Morocco and Jordan on the questidran.
This was an important and interesting meeting bexaus
sometimes we have to really get engaged with thain a
explain our policies concerning Iran to them ay the very
concerned that we will one day take decisionsdbatot take
into consideration the interests of the countrieshe Gulf
with the Sunnis. The Sunni-Shia line is a very in@ar line
which needs to be taken into consideration.

Concerning DRC, the role of the African Union iswe
important. Every day the African Union plays a more
important role. The leadership of the African UnadfDr.
Ping is doing very well. The new Member of the Cossitin
of the African Union in charge of security is argétian. He
is very solid, knows the dossiers very well andidsking
very well.

The only problem is that sometimes with the Africtrer
excessive sentiment of ownership can make it difffio co-
operate. It is thought that as time goes by thigisent may
diminish and the co-operation will be more condiugc

It is fundamental that a solid relationship exigith the
African Union. There are two more issues, Somal@is,
which are extremely important.

In verband met Georgié denk ik niet dat we de ukking
‘Koude Oorlog’ kunnen gebruiken. Zonder het er adgamee
eens te zijn, moeten we wel de gevoelens van bBkrigdwan
de negentiger jaren kunnen begrijpen. Er werdeargglijke
maatregelen genomen.

Er zijn dossiers die we in samenwerking met Rustaoeten
regelen: de regionale veiligheid, de veiligheid \Runsland,
zoals het ballistische rakettenschild, en de saneeking
tussen de Europese Unie en Rusland op alle viakkeniet
alleen op dat van energie.

Voor ons is Rusland tegelijkertijd een buur en een
strategische partner. Zonder Rusland kunnen we gaekal
werelddossier oplossen. Het zal zeer moeilijk@imnzonder
Rusland voortgang te boeken.

Het nabuurschap is een moeilijke kwestie. De Eumbbse
zou een akkoord moeten bereiken om evenwichtige
strategische en nabuurrelaties uit te bouwen. S@amzien
Rusland alleen maar als een buur, anderen zien letem
strategische partner. We moeten een evenwichtriussde
visies vinden, willen we de eenheid van de Europese
vrijwaren.

De eerste gedachtewisseling over Oekraine en Gongdt

begin december plaats op de NAVO-ministerraad en de

capitalise that agreement.

The role of Iran is also important. It is true thah acts
through proxies: it uses Hamas, it uses Hezboliahbeit
sometimes those organisations act autonomousy. It
important to recognise the role of Iran in the oegi

With Iran we will not get engaged until clarity hasen given
concerning the nuclear problem.

Secondly it cannot be forgotten that Iran has dlicbmvith
the Sunni countries. The Sunni-Shia is a battlegbas back
centuries. This complicates the issues in the regio

In Sharm el-Sheikh | had a meeting with the Gulirtoies
plus Egypt plus Morocco and Jordan on the questidran.
This was an important and interesting meeting bexaus
sometimes we have to really get engaged with thain a
explain our policies concerning Iran to them ay e very
concerned that we will one day take decisionsdbatot take
into consideration the interests of the countrieshe Gulf
with the Sunnis. The Sunni-Shia line is a very intaiaf line
which needs to be taken into consideration.

Concerning DRC, the role of the African Union iswe
important. Every day the African Union plays a more
important role. The leadership of the African UnadirDr.
Ping is doing very well. The new Member of the Cossitn
of the African Union in charge of security is argétian. He
is very solid, knows the dossiers very well andidsking
very well.

The only problem is that sometimes with the Africéresr
excessive sentiment of ownership can make it diltfio co-
operate. It is thought that as time goes by thisisent may
diminish and the co-operation will be more condiwugc

It is fundamental that a solid relationship exisith the
African Union. There are two more issues, Somal@nis,
which are extremely important.

Pour la Géorgie, je ne pense pas que nous puissitiesr

I'expression « guerre froide ». Sans étre d’acewet elle,
nous devons comprendre les sentiments de la Rissie

années 1990. Des mesures significatives ont &eégri

Des dossiers doivent étre réglés en coopérationlave

Russie : la sécurité régionale, la sécurité deulssi®, comme

la Missile Defenseget la coopération entre I'Union européenne
et la Russie dans tous les domaines et pas seuleaiende
I'énergie.

Pour nous, la Russie est a la fois un voisin giartenaire
stratégique. Sans la Russie, aucun dossier mamalaburra
étre résolu. Il sera trés difficile de faire avarles choses

sans elle.

La question du voisinage est difficile. L'Union epéznne
devrait se mettre d’accord pour équilibrer lestretes de
stratégie et de voisinage. Certains considereRtisie
comme un voisin, d’autres ne la voient que comme un
partenaire stratégique. Nous devons trouver I'éyeilentre
les deux visions si nous voulons maintenir 'ui&l’'Union
européenne.

Le premier débat concernant I'Ukraine et la Géoagiea lieu
début décembre a la réunion ministérielle de 'OTAH.
deuxiéme se fera au sommet d'avril 2009. Il estgrebable



4-7COM/ p. 20

Annales

Sénat de Belgique — Comité d’avis fédéral

Mardi 25 novembre 2008 — Séance du matin

tweede op de top van april 2009. Het is weinig wahijnlijk
dat de toestand in beide landen in de tussenpepétaart.
Op de NAVO-raden zal om uw mening ter zake worden
gevraagd.

Concerning Minister of Defence Meetings there ame ¢very
semester, one is with the Minister of Defence akome the
other is with the Minister of Defence with the Miter of
Foreign Affairs.

Crisis management is not only a military questmisis
management is something wider and therefore to have
moments when the Minister of Defence and the Mémisf
Foreign Affairs get together is important. The idleat there
should be a formation of Ministers should be sufggbrThis
is contemplated in the Treaty and is a decisiohrttey be
taken before the Treaty. In the Treaty the spiaswventually
to have a Minister of Defence.

The Lisbon Treaty has to be put in place otherwigegbing
to be difficult in many of the areas spoken abod#aty,
starting with the economy, trade and so on. The esoibre
better the Lisbon Treaty is put in place.

| do not think | will see a European Army in my pialal life.
It is important to move in the direction of betterordination
every day.

It is vital to have the Agency. The Defence Agerscyow
with us by chance. It is supposed to be in thetyreat it was
approved in the European Council and this was tesedt it
in place. This is a catalytic mechanism for movimghis
direction.

The most important effort has to be performed irabédjties
and putting capabilities in place in a co-ordinateghner. If
this is done we will move in this direction andcals the
direction of lowering the cost which is more im@ot today
then it was yesterday.

Therefore, the mentality of working on capabilitiesequired
rapidly and moving in this direction as soon assjius.

Concerning Chad, you are well informed about thesion
there. This has been a success.

Let us hope that when the mission ends, there apeaidems
and that the Sudan-Darfur situation improves. Tieeseme
hope here, the new negotiator is making some pssgteis
interesting to see that Qatar is now engaged al#wei
Darfur-Sudan issue. They have taken an important
responsibility here.

The same thing can be said concerning New York. Tisere
no voice for the European Union in the Security @oiu In
any case, some progress is made when we work &and ac
Foreign Policy for the European Union is not omyspread
our values or to try to spread our values but thg we do
things is very important to know who we are. Thaenwe
act collectively outside, the more united we waélinside.
This is one of the important values of the Commorelgm
Security Policy, not only that you act outside tat what we
believe are good values are spread, how we trg &od
without imposing these on anybody but at the same by
acting together, we become closer, we have a clpatere
of who we are.

Therefore, it will be easier to get into the usual
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Therefore, it will be easier to get into the usual
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europeanization of policies. This is an importaigdtthat
has to be maintained. If we spend time withoutnacin the
world we lose part of our identity.

Before | finish, it is a pleasure to be here toéhthis kind of
exchange of views. We have to move. When we tatkiathe
situation in the world of today, it is a demand anly
internally among our fellow citizens but a demandtoe
world for Europe to think, for Europe to act, for Bpe to
reunite. Let us try to do this. This is a tremendchedlenge
and the first real one is to get the Lisbon Treatglate. This
would be a fantastic step in the right directiod #me
opposite would probably be a step backwards.

(De vergadering wordt gesloten om 12.20 uur.)
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